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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is response to Applicant's amendment dated 03/28/2007. 
Claim 7 has been cancelled. 

2. Claims 1-6, 8, and 9 remain pending in the application. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's Remarks filed on 03/28/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

At page 5, paragraph 4 of the Remarks section, Applicant argues that Beniyama 
fails to disclose "definition information which defines information for controlling a work 
flow" as claimed in claim 1 of the present application. However, Examiner respectfully 
disagrees and points to Beniyama FIG. 6, which is a diagram showing the structure of a 
storage table for work flow execution status information. Furthermore, FIG. 6, column 
0604 displays the "STATUS" which contains information defining the execution status of 
a work (see for example column 5, lines 19-29) i.e. information for controlling a work 
flow. 

Also on page 5, Applicant argues in paragraph 5 that nothing in Beniyama has 
been found that teaches or suggests "screen definition information which defines screen 
items of a plurality of screens used in the work flow" as recited in claim 1 , lines 3-4. 
However, Examiner respectfully disagrees and points to Beniyama FIG. 18, which is a 
diagram illustrating a display screen of an administration/definition tool. Furthermore, 
Examiner points to FIG. 18, items 1812. A "PROCESS DEFINITION NAME" is used to 
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define or indicate a process definition (see for example Beniyama column 18, lines 22- 
33), which is a screen item. 

For the reasons discussed above, Examiner respectfully submits that Beniyama 
also anticipates claims 8 and 9 and the respective rejections are maintained. 

On page 6 of the Remarks section, Applicant discusses claim 4, lines 3-5 which 
recites: "reading, from a storing device, flow definition information which defines a 
number of hierarchical levels, on each of which an approver gives and approval to a 
form, in a work flow of a form process". Applicant argues that Beniyama does not 
disclose the limitations recited above of claim 4 because "flow definition information 
includes a number of hierarchical levels that a form requiring approval passes through 
before being approved" (Remarks, page 6, paragraph 2, lines 9-12). Applicant's 
arguments do not comply with 37 CFR 1 .1 1 1(c) because they do not clearly point out 
the patentable novelty which he or she thinks the claims present in view of the state of 
the art disclosed by the references cited or the objections made. Further, they do not 
show how the amendments avoid such references or objections. 

On page 6, paragraph 3 of the Remarks section. Applicant argues that Beniyama 
does not disclose or anticipate "flow definition information which defines 
presence/absence of withdrawal of a form forwarded in a work flow of a form process" 
as recited in claim 6, lines 3-4. Beniyama discloses that the " 'StartProcess' command 
receives a process instance name and a process definition name as inputs, and 
requests the work flow execution status control unit 0111 to start a process instance for 
a specified process definition with a specified process instance name" (see for example 



I 
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Beniyama column 5, lines 49-53). Examiner contends that the command "StartProcess" 
does indeed indicate the absence of a withdrawal form. After reading "StartProcess", 
the command indicates that there is no withdrawal form and goes on to request the 
work flow execution status control unit 0111 to start a process instance. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - . 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b). by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only If the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



5. Claims 1-6, 8, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Beniyama et al. US 6,799,314 B2 (hereinafter Beniyama). 



Claim 1: 

Beniyama discloses a work flow program generating apparatus, comprising: 

a storing device (see for example FIG. 1 , item 01 54, "AUXILIARY STORAGE 
DEVICE", and related text) to store flow definition information which defines information 
for controlling a work flow (see for example FIG. 6, column 0604,"STATUS", and related 
text), and screen definition information which defines screen items of a plurality of 
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screens used in the work flow (see for example FIG. 18, items 1812. A "PROCESS 
DEFINITION NAME, and related text); and 

a generating device (see for example FIG. 1 , item 01 12, and related text) to read 
the flow definition information (see for example FIG. 2, and related text) and the screen 
definition information from said storing device, and to generate a screen program, which 
includes a program code for controlling a flow among the plurality of screens, by using 
the read flow definition information and screen definition information (see for example 
FIG. 3, and related text). 
Claim 2: 

Beniyama discloses a computer-readable storage medium (see for example FIG. 1, 
item 0155, and related text) on which is recorded a program for causing a computer to 
execute a process, the process comprising: 

reading, from a storing device, flow definition information which defines 
information for controlling a work flow, and screen definition information which defines 
screen items of a plurality of screens used in the work flow (see for example FIG. 12, 
item 1204, and related text); and 

generating a screen program, which includes a program code for controlling a 
flow among the plurality of screens, by using the read flow definition infomriation and 
screen definition information (see for example FIG. 7, item 071 1 , "application program 
execution request", and related text). 
Claim 3: 
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Beniyama discloses a computer-readable storage medium on which is recorded a 
program for causing a computer to execute a process, the process comprising: 

reading, from a storing device, flow definition information which defines 
information for controlling a work flow of a fomri process, and screen definition 
information which defines screen items of a plurality of screens used in the work flow 
(see for example FIG. 12, item 1204, and related text); 

generating a screen program for displaying a screen, on which data for updating 
a form table storing form data is input, and a screen program for displaying a screen, on 
which data of the form table is referred to, by using the read screen definition 
information (see for example FIG. 7, item 0711, "application program execution 
request", and related text); 

generating a screen program for displaying a screen, on which data for updating 
a work flow table storing data of the work flow of the form process is input, by using the 
read flow definition information and screen definition information (see for example FIG. 
3, column 4, lines 45-63, and related text); and 

generating a screen program for displaying a screen, on which data of the form 
table is referred to, based on the data of the work flow table by using the read screen 
definition information (see for example column 4, lines 45-63, and related text). 
Claim 4: 

Beniyama discloses a computer-readable storage medium on which is recorded a 
program for causing a computer to execute a process, the process comprising: 
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reading, from a storing device, flow definition information whicli defines a number 
of hierarchical levels, on each of which an approver gives approval to a form, in a work 
flow of a form process (see for example FIG. 12, item 1204, and related text); and 

generating a screen program for displaying a screen, which includes input items 
of approvers by the number of hierarchical levels, by using the read flow definition 
information (see for example FIG. 7, item 0711, "application program execution 
request", and related text). 
Claim 5: 

Beniyama further discloses the computer-readable storage medium according to claim 
4, wherein 

the computer reads, from the storing device, screen definition information which 
defines screen items of a screen used in the work flow of the form process, and 
generates a screen program for displaying a listing screen of forms, which wait for 
approval given by the approvers, by using the read screen definition information (see for 
example column 5, lines 54-66). 
Claim 6: 

Beniyama discloses a computer-readable storage medium on which is recorded a 
program for causing a computer to execute a process, the process comprising: 
reading, from a storing device, flow definition information which defines 
presence/absence of withdrawal of a form forwarded in a work flow of a form process 
(see for example column 5, lines 36-54, "StartProcess"); and 
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generating a screen program for displaying a screen, which includes a button for 
withdrawing a form, if the read flow definition information indicates the presence of 
withdrawal, and generating a screen program for displaying a screen, which does not 
include a button for withdrawing a form, if the flow definition information indicates the 
absence of withdrawal (see for example FIG. 10, and related text). 
Claim 8: 

Beniyama discloses a work flow program generating method, comprising: 

reading, from a storing device, flow definition information which defines 

information for controlling a work flow, and screen definition information which defines 

screen items of a plurality of screens used in the work flow, by a generating device (see 

for example FIG. 12, item 1204, and related text); and 

generating a screen program including a program code for controlling a flow 

among the plurality of screens by using the read flow definition information and screen 

definition information, by the generating device (see for example FIG. 7, item 0711, 

"application program execution request", and related text). 

Claim 9: 

Beniyama discloses a work flow program generating apparatus, comprising: 

storing means for storing flow definition information which defines information for 
controlling a work flow, and screen definition information which defines screen items of 
a plurality of screens used in the work flow see for example FIG. 1 , item 0122. and 
related text); and 



Application/Control Number: 10/779,663 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2192 

generating means for reading the flow definition information and the screen 
definition information from said storing means, and for generating a screen program, 
which includes a program code for controlling a flow among the plurality of screens, by 
using the read flow definition information and screen definition information (see for 
example FIG. 1, item 0112, and related text). 

Conclusion 

6. Applicants Remarks filed on 03/28/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry of a general nature of relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed tot eh TC 2100 Group receptionist whose telephone 
number is (571) 272 2100. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.qov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll free). 
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